
 

 

ARW is ‘dark’ June, July, August 

No general membership meetings 

 

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Bev Bair - ARW Newsletter Editor 
ortnnvaz@cox.net 

phone: 623.255.5352 

 J U N E ,  2 011   N ews l et t e r  

ARW is an organization of  Republican  

Women of various races, ages and 

creeds who believe in the Republican 

philosophy of smaller government, less 

taxation and more personal freedom. 

DISPLAY ‘OLD GLORY’ 

ON FLAG DAY - June 14 

Need a break from the sun, have a favorite grandchild or friend you want to visit  
but can’t afford the air fare? 

  

AzFRW is raffling off a $350 Southwest Airline gift card, no blackout dates or restrictions -- just a 
solid $350 to use on any destination ticket of your choice. With the cost of gas, most of the tickets 
are running around $300-$400; for just $5 you can buy a raffle ticket that provides you with a 
chance to win this gift card. All funds go directly to the Arizona Federation of Republican Women. 
We are also offering five tickets for $20. If you are interested please contact Debbie Smith at 
dsmith2381@cox.net.   She will give you her mailing address to send a check and get you the raffle 
ticket. You don’t have to be present to win. The drawing will be held at our June state meeting in 
Flagstaff. 

mailto:dsmith2381@cox.net


A  Message From  President  Gayle Salter 
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Good morning ladies.   

Another beautiful Arizona Day;  Joplin, Mo. is not doing as well.  The tornado went right over our kids 
home and God was watching over them, it never hit the house. But, about 1/4 mile away, St. John's Hos-
pital was badly damaged.  I spent an afternoon there last Summer.  Pray for all of them. 

 

I have spent the better part of this month completing the forms for the State & National Federation 
Achievement Awards. From June 2009-June 2011, each club attempted to comply with NFRW standards 
for club function, membership development, programs, campaign activities, community relations and vol-
unteer hours. I am excited to pass on to you that ARW has earned enough points at National to win the 
highest honor, the Diamond Award. A club has to have 237 points, we have 239. ARW has also earned the 
highest honor in the state for the Turquoise Award. 170 points were needed and we have 182.  And this is 
an amazing figure.  We have 11,379.25 volunteer hours.  Jan Martinson turned in 4,190.  I can’t begin to 
tell you how proud I am of all of you.  Beginning June 1, 2011--June 1, 2013 we begin to keep track 
again.  You can go on NFRW.org, and print the volunteer form. It will tell you everything you can 
count. Keep your hours on your calendar, and periodically transfer them to the volunteer form. We will 
also have them at the meetings. 

 

ARW is an active, involved club of concerned Republican ladies.  We are only going to get better as we 
continue to grow in our membership.  Next month I will give you hints on how and where you can help. 
Keep it up, you are wonderful. Remember how important it is from now until next November, that you do 
your part to see that we see a new face in Washington. 
Have a great summer.  God Bless You. 
 
P.S.  After the May meeting, about six  ladies stayed to listen to and talk with Elizabeth Rohn-Nelson      
regarding her life in politics.  Ladies, you missed a great opportunity.  We were enthralled with the things 
Elizabeth shared with us.   It is my intention to host, at my home, another opportunity for you to hear 
her. When I give you a date, please mark your calendars. We may do a potluck of some sort,  Plan on it in 
the Fall. 
 

Gayle Salter, President - ARW 
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I am a native to Arizona born September, 1964.  I grew up on the west side of town in West Phoenix-- 
Glendale and Peoria. 

 

I went to Alta Business College a division of University of Phoenix in 1989 and graduated with a degree in 
Bookkeeping.  I worked for various companies over the years doing bookkeeping and accounting work, 
until February 2009 when I became a stay-at -home mom. 

 

I met my husband Rick through his parents at church in March 1998.  We were friends and for about 
1 ½  years before we started dating and then married in September 2000. 
 

When we became engaged we discussed having our own kids as well as possibly adopting older kids 
through foster care.  In 2004 we began the process of getting our license to do foster care and adoption.  
In March 2005 our two adopted children Ricky and Celeste came to live with us and the adoption was 
finalized in February 2006.  Shortly after Ricky and Celeste moved in I found out I had uterine cancer and 
would be unable to have children of my own.  While this was a hard time it was also a time that God 
showed me such great love and mercy as the cancer was caught at stage one so it only required surgery 
to remove it and no chemo or radiation. 

 

We have been doing foster care on a regular basis since July 2007. We have had 26 foster children so far 
come and go from our home and have been blessed by each one; even the challenging ones have taught 
us something.  We are currently in the process of trying to adopt three sisters that have been with us 
since June 2008.  It has been a long road but we are hoping the adoption will take place sometime this 
year. 

 

My involvement in politics started when I became friends with my husband Rick;  up until then I did not 
know much except to vote. After being a politician’s wife and a PC for several years, I decided it was time 
to get  more involved, so I joined ARW in November 2009.   I really enjoy getting to know everyone and 
learning even more about politics. 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT THIS MONTH: 

Penny Murphy, 3rd Vice President 
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Arrowhead Republican Women  
Membership Meeting Minutes - Briarwood Country Club 

May 11, 2011 
 

Call to Order: President Gayle Salter called the meeting to order at 11:35 A.M. 

Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance: Jan Hermsmeyer gave the Invocation and Americanism Chairman 
Elizabeth Rohn-Nelson led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

Introductions: President Salter introduced AzFRW President Leona Johnston, members of the Legisla-
ture and AzFRW and NFRW Board of Directors members. The members introduced their guests 

Minutes: The minutes of April 13, 2011 were approved as distributed. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Judi Bourd reported a bank balance of $9,094.96 as of 3/31/2011. 

A printed report was available on each table for viewing. (A copy of the report is attached to the origi-
nal minutes.) 

Committee Reports: 

Programs: Jan Martinson, Program Chairman, reported Secretary of State Ken Bennett would be the 
speaker for September and State Superintendent of Schools John Huppenthal in October. 

Jewelry: Jan Martinson reported she will sell jewelry at the AzFRW Convention November. 

Membership: Gail Berra, Membership Chairman, reported 93 members and 11 associates. She asked 
each member to bring a guest to the September meeting. Gail reported the 2011 Membership Direc-
tory had been distributed to the members. She thanked Cheryl Schocklie and Jan Hermsmeyer for 
helping with the Directory. 

Legislative: Rep Debbie Lesko reported the progress of the Arizona Legislature this session. The Legis-
lature was in session for 100 days and accomplished some major legislation; mainly to balance the 
budget which has happened 5 times in 30 years, and bring more jobs to Arizona by making it easier for 
businesses to do business in Arizona. 

Volunteer Hours: President Salter reminded the members to turn in their volunteer hours. Gayle re-
ported that ARW qualifies for the NFRW Diamond Award and the AzFRW Turquoise Award. 

Board of Directors Meeting: Three times a year the Executive Committee and Standing Committee 
Chairman meet. At the meeting on April 25, 2011, it was voted to 

1. Donate  $100 to the Dodie Londen Excellence in Public Service Program in memory of                 

    Bruce Johnston husband of AzFRW President Leona Johnston. 

2. Buy an ad in the AzFRW 2011 Convention Book for $110. 

Fund raising suggestions were brunch and bingo, casino night, and sale of poinsettias at  

Christmas time. 

Debbie Lee founder of America’s Mighty Warriors told the story of her son being the first Navy Seal to 
be killed in Iraq. She will be taking her annual trip to Iraq to deliver care packages to the Troops. She 
provides updates by email to those who wish to keep informed. 

Announcements:  

 Judy Blackburn is a candidate for Surprise City Council. Her web site is www.judyblackburn.us. She 

welcomes our help.  
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AzFRW State Convention 
Fort McDowell Radisson Hotel and 

Convention Center 
10438 North Fort McDowell Road • 
Scottsdale/Fountain Hills, AZ 85264 

Every room has spectacular  
mountain views 

May Meeting Minutes, continued 

 AzFRW is sponsoring a drawing for an open end $350 Southwest Airline ticket, 1 for $5 or 5 for 
$20. 

 ARW drawing for 1 member who has not been to a NFRW or AzFRW Convention to win their 
registration paid. 

     Governor Jan Brewer has petitioned the U S Supreme Court to lift the injunction on SB1070.    

       Donations to her Legal Defense Fund is appreciated. 

 Paradise Valley RW is hosting a bus trip to California to visit the Presidential Libraries of Richard 

Nixon and Ronald Reagan October 28-30, 2011.  

 A Page is needed for the NFRW Convention to represent Arizona. Girls 14-17 may apply.  

 ARW has a policy that all members or guests must pay the $16 luncheon amount in order to be 

able to attend the meeting. If at some point members or guests find they have a food issue 

please contact the Registration Chairman and she will assist you in working with Briarwood for 

a menu that fits your food requirements.  

 Elizabeth Rohn-Nelson will talk about her years as an appointee in President Reagan’s admini-

stration after the meeting.  

Speaker: Maricopa County Attorney General Bill Montgomery  

NFRW Board of Directors Meeting: Jan Hermsmeyer, NFRW Resolutions Committee member, re-

ported on the NFRW Board of Directors meeting in Arlington, VA in March. (A full report is at-

tached to the original minutes.)  

AzFRW Convention: AzFRW President Leona Johnston spoke about the State Meeting in Flagstaff 

in June, the AzFRW Biennial Convention in November, and the NFRW Convention in Kansas City in 

October. She reported the NFRW Convention will be in Phoenix in 2015 at the J. W. Marriott Desert 

Ridge.  

50/50: Pat Lutes won the 50/50 drawing.  

Adjourn: 1:35 P.M.  

Submitted by Jan Hermsmeyer, Secretary  - ARW 



Hello ladies, 
 The Governor wants the legislature to go into a special session.  At  this point, we are not sure there is 
legislative support for the idea.   Governor Brewer would like us to change how Arizona determines our un-
employment rate so that the federal government will continue to give  extended unemployment benefits to 
approximately 15,000 people.  If we do not go into special session, these individuals will receive 79 weeks  or 
approximately 18 months of unemployment payments.  If we make the legislative change, they will receive 
an additional 20 weeks of unemployment payments for a total of 99 weeks or almost two years. 

             Many Republican legislators, including myself, have concerns.  Even though the extra money will 
come from the federal government and not state funds, we still know that it is your taxpayer money and that 
the  federal government is already borrowing money to pay its bills. On the other hand, legislators are mind-
ful that families who legitimately can't find work, may need these extra funds. 

       Please let me know what you think about this topic.  Email me at:  

    DLesko@azleg.gov  or call 602-926-5413. 
 
 
 
 

From Jan Martinson, 1st Vice-President in charge of programs: 

I can't believe it is June already and soon we are having our Summer Meeting in Flagstaff. 

It will be such a fun time.  We only have three of these meeting each year.  We get to see old friends and find 
out what is going on in our Republican World.  We are so involved and hope we are making the effort to 
make a difference.  We need all of us, this coming year, to put our shoulders to wheel. We have got to stop 
the insanity that is going on in our White House, and around the world!  As a grandparent, I'm so worried 
about the little ones, who have to take over after us! 

  

Now for your ‘spoonful’ for June, 2011:  Individual rights and the responsibilities that go with them---are 
the foundation of a Free Society.  From the time of Lincoln, equality of individuals has been the corner-
stone of the Republican Party.   
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"We The People Are The Rightful Masters Of Both Congress & The Courts, Not To 
Overthrow The Constitution, But Overthrow The Men Who Pervert The Constitu-
tion."                                                                                          ~ Abraham Lincoln 

mailto:DLesko@azleg.gov
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2011 ARW  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

President    Gayle Salter             623.975.0353        dancer2129@cox.net 

1st  V.P. Jan Martinson           623.546.3753  jlmart15102@aol.com 

2nd V.P. Gail Berra       623.544.8417  gberra@cox.net   

3rd  V.P.  Penny Murphy   623.487.5480       penifred@hotmail.com 

Secretary Jan Hermsmeyer   623.584.6309  janyh@aol.com 

Treasurer Judi Bourd      623.433.9449       zadie3@aol.com 

Mem./Lrg. Janene Warner   623.972.3721  jandwow@aol.com 

Mem./Lrg.   Lezlee Alexander  602.354.5224  garthandlee@cox.net  

Mem./Lrg.   Cheryl Shocklie  623.773.9698       cshocklie@gmail.com 

ARW REPUBLICAN WOMEN COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Americanism     Elizabeth Rohn-Nelson  623.374.7782      constitutionbelle@yahoo.com 

ARW Auditor      Marilyn Sage                  623.975.1702      mared1252@msn.com 

Armed Fcs/Hmld Sec    Lexlee Alexander               602,354,5224      garthandlee@cox.net  

Budget Committee    Pat Lutes     623.584.7326      user32651@spamcop.net 

Chaplain     Gina Elliott   623.544.7588      azpeople@cox.net 

Caring For America    Bonnie Hochberg  623.547.6776      Wigglesbee1@yahoo.com 

Correspd. Secretary    Bonnie Hochberg  623.547.6776      Wigglesbee1@yahoo.com 

50/50      Lois Smith   623.825.4308  

Historian     Dora Sextro    623.214.3959       norbdora@cox.net  

Legislative                  Debbie Lesko  623.878.9761       Debbie@debbielesko.com 

Literacy     Annette McHugh  623.670.7124      annettemchugh@hotmail.com 

Luncheon        Shirley McFerran  623.322.9336      shirleyrealtor@cox.net 

Newsletter     Bev Bair   623.255.5352       ortnnvaz@cox.net 

Publicity       Frosty Taylor   928.684.1221       frostytaylor@cox.net 

From Gail Berra, Membership Chairman:  

I want to wish all of you a very happy summer! 

As you may or may not remember, I gave you all an assignment to do over the summer months.  

For those of you who were not at the last luncheon here it is: 

Please bring one eligible member to the September or October luncheon this year.  Of course, 

you may bring more than one!  Remember that the person must be a registered voter in the 

state of AZ to be a full member and to be an Associate member they must belong to another   

Republican Women’s‘ club in another AZ town or in another state. 

With 2012 being an important election year, we need each and every one of you plus more! 

Thank you and see you in the fall! 

mailto:mared1252@msn.com
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Lunch and Bingo Fundraiser  

Dec. 14, 2011  



Other Arizona Republican Party meetings: 

Legislative District 4 - Contact:  www.azld4gop.org  or Jeanette Dubreil 623.433.6782,  GOP-

Jet@yahoo.com .  Republican General meeting  held every third Monday, at 6:30 PM, location Valley Vista 

High School at 15550 N Parkview Pl. , Surprise.    

Legislative District 9  - Meets every 3rd Thursday at 7pm Plaza Del Rio Community Center, 13215 N. 94th 
Dr., Peoria 85381.  Contact Lisa Gray 623-322-5101, lisa@lisagray.com, www.ld9.org. 
Sun City West Republican Club- Merlyn Carlson, merlyn.carlson11@cox.net, 623-544-1348 -  1st Saturday 
of each month,  8 AM, in the Quail Room of the Foundation Building, 14465 RH Johnson Blvd.   
Sun City Grand Republican Interest Group - Meets fourth Saturday of each month, 9AM, Chaparral Ctr.. 

Pima Rm. Their email is scg.republicans@grandgop.com.  Contact President  Ralph Wirebaugh -  

623-584-3898. 

Sun City Republican Club - Meets the 3rd Monday of each month at 7pm, Sundial Recreation Center, 

14810 N. 103rd Ave. Contact Lisa Gray, 623.322.5101, lisa@lisagray.com  www.SunCityGOPClub.com  

Ronald Reagan Action Club: Meets the 2nd Monday of each month at Maricopa County Headquarters – 

99th and Bell – just north of Arby’s – men and woman are welcome.   All are welcome.  Reservations - Eliza-

beth Rohn-Nelson 623-374-7782. 

Estrella Republican Women:  Rosemarie Strout, Pres. 623-327-0779; gop4life@aol.com; 3rd Tuesday of month 

AzFRW Summer Meeting:  Flagstaff  - June 10-11, 2011 

Arizona Federation Republican Women State Meeting:  Ft. McDowell -  November 3-5, 2011. 

 

For the latest Arizona Federation of Republican Women (AzFRW) 
Information, award forms, information club newsletters, event photos, 

candidate profiles: 

For National Political Briefing as well as other information, log onto 

National Federation of Republican Women’s web site: 

County Republican Party:  623-977-4532 

State  Republican Party:  602– 957-7770 

If you ever are concerned about or want to know the details of any par-

ticular bill you can find out at Thomas.loc.gov and get the  information. 

Web site  Wisdom &   

Meeting Opportunities  
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http:// www.MaricopaGOP.org 

http:// www.AZGOP.org 

http:// www.Thomas.loc.gov 

http:// www.AzFRW.org 

http:// www.nfrw.org 

mailto:merlyn.carlson11@cox.net
mailto:lisa@lisagray.com
http://www.SunCityGOPClub.com/
http://www.azgop.org/
http://www.azgop.org/
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