
Mission Statement: We are dedicated to electing Republicans to office at all levels of government. We 
strive to make politics a real and vital force in the lives of Arizona Women who want to have a voice in 
their future.  We encourage and help women to become leaders in government within the Republican 
Party and in the community.  

Presidentõs Report by Ann Caswell  

Elephant Tales  

Chandler Republican Women  
January  2010  

 XXXXXXXXXXXXX 
Where  we meet:  

Vision  Gallery  

80 S. San Marcos  

Chandler, AZ  

When we meet:  

3rd  Tuesday of the month -

unless notified  

Time  we meet:  

Meet & Greet - 6:30 p.m.  

Meeting  - 7:00 p.m.  

   

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

January Meeting  

Tuesday  

January 19th  

At Vision Gallery  

Dear Members and Associates of Chandler Republican Women, 

  

As the newly elected President of CRW, I would like to take this opportunity to in-

troduce myself to you. 

  

I moved to Chandler in 2001, from Denver, Colorado.  At that time I had never been 

involved in politics, although it had always been near and dear to my heart.  I grew 

up listening to my parents discuss current issues, candidates and elections.  Voicing 

my opinion as a young adult with them usually found me on the losing end of an ar-

gument, as I was a well intentioned Democrat and they were Republicans!  I eventu-

ally followed in their footsteps as a conservative Republican. 

  

Upon moving to Arizona, I decided it was time for me to become involved in poli-

tics.  As fate would have it, Marilyn LaFoe had just written an article that was pub-

lished in the local newspaper about CRW.  I called her and she invited me to meet 

that weekend at the local Starbucks to meet some members who were walking 

neighborhoods  registering people to vote.  This was the beginning of being involved 

in learning about the political process.  I would like to thank Marilyn who pointed 

me in the right direction, and taught me so much. 

  

I have learned that everyone has an opinion, strong beliefs and while we may not all 

have identical thoughts or points of view, I believe we can come together with a 

common goal -- to elect Republicans! 

  

We have a busy and exciting year ahead of us.  It is critical that we change the direc-

tion that our country is currently headed.  It starts with each individual becoming  

actively involved.  Much good has happened from one person's belief, commitment, 

action and follow through.  Let us not grow weary in the fight!  Our challenge is to 

keep our eye on the goal. 

  

I look forward to seeing you at the CRW meeting on January 19th.  Please introduce 

yourself or feel free to give me a call - 602-516-3232 - as I would like to know your 

concerns and find out your talents. 

  

Sincerely,   

Ann Caswell 



 

January 2010  meeting will have two 
guest speaking on current topics of 
interest. If you know of  any program 

that you would like to see presented to 

Chandler Republican Women, please 

contact Program Chair, Alesha Shebesta. 

Suggestions are always considered. Please 

contact  Program Chai rman at 

Alesha.shebesta@gmail.com  

Upcoming  Progra ms   

by Alesha Shebesta  

 

********************************     

If  you would like to receive  the 
membership form by e -mail, 
please contact  our 2nd  vice 
President at:  

Susanhelsel1@yahoo.com  

She will be happy to send you 
one.  

Hereõs the NEWEST Member  to add:  
 
Carol Clesceri 

3650 E. Coconino Dr. 

Chandler 85249-5486 

Hm. 480-836 8998  Cell 602-677-8147  

cclsceri@cox.net 

 

  Itõs not too late to join! By mailing your 
application and $25 check today you can 
be included in the CRW 2nd quarter re-
port.  

Mail to: Susan Helsel  

1720 E. Libra Drive,  

Tempe, AZ 85283  

 

   OUR goal is to get as many renewal  as 
possible and to  keep growing.  

Please look for prospective members 
and invite them to the January meeting .  

Membership by Susan Helsel  

CRW member walks for   

Cancer awareness!!!   

The Arizona Republic and the East 

Valley Tribune featured CRW member, 

Marilyn Burke, as she joined many 

others  in the Fall of 2009  at a  cancer 

awareness walk put on by the Well-

n e s s  C o m m u n i t y  i n  P h o e -

nix.   Marilyn's personal story, along 

with several other cancer survivors, 

served to heighten awareness to the 

readers by educating them not only 

about rare cancers, but also how 

Marilyn and others faced their diagno-

sis, researched their illness, and most 

importantly the grit and determina-

tion they focused on while undergoing 

treatment.   Marilyn, thank you for 

sharing so that others will grow in the 

understanding of this disease.  

mailto:Alesha.shebesta@gmail.com


Minutes  

Our December General Membership Meeting  was a Holiday Party that included an  
Installation of Officers held on December 5th 2009 at Lynn and Steve Fishers home.  
There were no recorded minutes for this meeting. The November General Membership 

minutes were posted in the December Elephant Tales. 

Treasurerõs Report by Marcella Peters  

TREASURERõS REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2009 

 

President Sheila Brooks asked me to report to the membership on expenses and income for 
the year of 2009.  

 

In this newsletter is contained the recap of 2009.  Our membership substantially increased 
this year and is reflected in the report.  We had a successful fashion show luncheon and a 
rummage sale and our receipts reflect we raised the money budgeted for the year.  Susan 
Helsel did a great job with the raffles at our meetings and increased our treasury by $281.00.   

 

As the yearly report reflects, our major expenses were the NFRW convention and the AZFRW 
Convention and the State meetings (formerly the quarterly meetings.)  These three items were 
almost $2100.00.  We did not spend all of the money allocated to the state meeting expense, 
as we decided to pay only registration for the  majority of the members attending.  The din-
ners and luncheons became so expensive that the Executive Board realized there was no way 
we could pay these items and stay within budget.  

 

The Executive Board decided to send the invitations for the Membership Tea and the Christ-
mas party to the members by Email, saving the club a great deal of expense for printing and 
postage.   

 

I realize that the figure for the Ways & Means looks very large, but that reflects over $800 in 
food cost for the meals at the Fashion Show.   

 

The Marlyn Brown Memorial Scholarship is funded by the George Brown family in honor of 
Past President, Marlyn Brown.  No one qualified for the Sue Sossaman Scholarship for the 
fall quarter, so this resulted in a carry over of $250.  

 

Items such as Dorothy Kabis Internship Fund, Peggy Goldwater Scholarship, Marion Martin 
Building Endowment, Betty Rendell Scholarship Fund and Nancy Reagan Pathfinder Schol-
arship are requirements for our NFRW obligations.  

 

I feel the other items are self explanatory, but if anyone wishes to discuss them, they are free 
to call me at 480-963-6022. 



 CHANDLER REPUBLICAN WOMENôS CLUB 

Financial Statement      

December 1, 2009 to December 3l, 2009 

 

Balance November 30, 2009     $9,411.59 

Income : 

Rummage sale of bed                $15.00 

Jennifer Huppenthal.  Christmas project      100.00 

Total Income                 $115.00 

 

Balance        $9,526.59 

 

Expenses : 

Barbara Rogers.  Christmas project             $126.71 

Maricopa Community College 

Foundation.  Spring of 2009                  757.58 

Donna Marshak.  Christmas party                    38.94 

Becky Groves.  Ham Christmas party              61.77 

Susan Helsel.  Christmas party                   39.67 

Ann Caswell.  Presidentôs Gift           45.11 

Sheila Brooks.  Turkey Christmas party           29.66 

Marcella Peters.  Stamps & paper                    12.80 

Donna Marshak.  Newsletter expense            5.20 

                      

Total Expenses         $1,117.44 

 

Balance  December 31, 2009                $8,409.15  



INCOME Budget  (Rev)  Year     

Regular Membership (renewal) (RR) $1,250.00  1.125.00     

Regular Membership (New) (NR)  $    125.00  $262.50      

Associate Memberships (Renewal) (RA)  $    450.00   $  330.00      

Associate Membership (New) (NA)  $     75.00   $    45.00      

Ways and Means $3,818.00  $3,808.67      

Fund Raiser    $  281.00    Funds from meeting raffles 

Miscellaneous  $     50.00   $  150.00    Christmas donations 

Legislative Day         

Memorial Fund  $     25.00        

Special Donations    $    65.00      

Resv Acct for  Nat'l Convention   $    400.00        

Resv Acct for AFRW Convention   $    400.00        

Marlyn Brown Memorial Scholarship  $ 1,000.00   $  500.00    funded by George Brown and family 

Total Income   $ 7,593.00  $6,546.17      

          

EXPENSES         

NFRW National Convention  $    900.00   $  900.00      

AFRW State Convention  $    800.00   $  794.68      

AFRW Annual Dues  $    660.00  $744.00    $12 for every CRW regular member 

NFRW Annual Dues  $     18.00   $    15.00      

Postage  $     50.00   $    44.42    Postage for newsletter 

Printing  $    100.00   $    12.80    Stamps & paper for year for Treasurer 

Newsletter  $     40.00   $    26.29      

Mamie Eisenhower Library Project MELP  $     25.00   $    17.40    NFRW Award criteria 

Annual Membership Event  $    150.00   $    26.83    Sharon Giese gift 

Christmas Dinner  $    150.00   $  130.37      

Ways and Means  $ 1,000.00   $1,158.46    Fashion Luncheon & cash for luncheon 

Dorothy Kabis Internship Fund  $     20.00   $    20.00    NFRW Award criteria 

CRW P.O. Box Rental  $     45.00   $    42.00      

Legislative Day         

Installation of Officers  $    100.00   $    39.67      

President's Expense  $    300.00   $  104.67      

Community Service  $    200.00  $200.00      

Sue Sossaman Scholarship  $    500.00   $  252.53      

Miscellaneous  $    125.00   $    43.39    Caring for America 

Peggy Goldwater Scholarship  $     50.00   $    50.00    AFRW Award criteria 

Marion Martin Building Endowment  $     20.00   $    20.00    NFRW Award criteria 

Meeting Room Expense  $    200.00  $175.00    8 mtgs @ $25. 

Betty Rendell Scholarship Fund  $     20.00   $    20.00    NFRW Award criteria 

Nancy Reagan Pathfinder Scholarship   $     20.00   $    20.00    NFRW Award criteria 

Outgoing President's Gift  $     50.00   $    45.11      

Meeting Hospitality  $    100.00   $    11.52    Flowers for ill members 

Quarterly Meeting  $    700.00   $  362.00    
Includes president's registration for AFRW 
convention 

Gift/Lifetime Membership         

Memorial Fund  $     75.00   $    50.00    donations for deceased 

Correspondence  $     75.00   $    25.00    Add for AFRW convention 

Special Fund  $    100.00  $125.00    Ostrich Festival & Tars 

Marlyn Brown Memorial Scholarship  $ 1,000.00   $1,010.10      

Flag Fund    $    18.50    AFRW Award criteria 

Christmas Funds Donations    $  150.00    Boys & Girls Club Turkeys & Christmas 

          

Total Expense  $7,593.00  $6,629.03      

RECAP OF 2009 



 For the latest Arizona Federation of Republican Women 

(AzFRW) information, award forms, information club newslet-

ters, event photos, candidate profiles, go to:  

 For National Political Briefing as well as other information, 

log onto National Federation of Republican Womenõs web site: 

 State Republican Party:  602 ð 957 -7770  

County Republican Party:  623 ð 977 -4532  

If you ever are concerned about or want to know the details of 

any particular bill you can find out at Thomas.loc.gov and get 

the information.  

http://www.AzFRW.org 

http://www.nfrw.org 

http://www.AZGOP.org 

http:www.MaricopaGOP.org 

http://www.Thomas.loc.gov 

    WEB SITE INFORMATION: 

  On Monday, December 21st, Barbara Rogers, 
Becky Groves and Sheila Brooks met with Mindy 
Elias, Branch Director of the Boys and Girls Club of 
the East Valley to present them with an American 
flag. 
 
 The flag presentation took place in the gymnasium 
and everyone was delighted to have some of the 
younger children in attendance for the ceremony. 
 
  ñI think the children were as excited as Mindy was 
to have a new flagò, said Sheila Brooks, President of 
the Chandler Republican Women.   

  A metal stand that can be moved anywhere in the 
facility enables the flag to go wherever it is needed.  
The engraved red plaque has a silver border with 
silver lettering.  I hope everyone takes a  moment to 
stop by the Boys and Girls Club to see their new 
flag. 

Caring For America by Barb Rogers 

Mindy Elias, left, and Sheila Brooks, right, with children 

from  Boys and Girls  Club with their new American flag.  

 



 

 

Please join your Chandler Republican Women for this yearsõ     

membership brunch. This is an exciting year! This event will       

welcome new and re -acquaint our regular members, who have a 

united goal of òElecting Republicans!ó 

                           Place: Sheila Brooks Home 

                                       2297 S. Jay Place  

                                        Chandler, AZ  

                                    Gate code #8465  

                        Time: 9:30 a.m. ð 11:30 a.m.  

            Please bring a friend and a brunch dish to share!  

            Last Name:        

   A ð H   Brunch Type Main Dish  

                     I  ð N    Fruit Plate or Fruit Salad  

                     O - Z    Pastries or muffins  

                     Coffee, tea and juice will be provided  

      Please R.S.V.P. to Susan Helsel before February 19th at  

             480 -777 -2017 or susanhelsel1720@yahoo.com  

Membership Brunch* 
Saturday February 20th 

*This Saturday Brunch is the Membership Meeting for February  

mailto:susanhelsel1720@yahoo.com


Chandler Republican Women  

P.O. Box 2153  

Chandler, AZ 85244 -2153  

PRESIDENT - Ann Caswell - 480ð 792-1127  ajcec1@q.net  
 
1st VP - Alesha Nicole Shebesta - 602-616-5121 alesha.shebesta@gmail.com  
 
2nd VP - Susan Helsel - 480-777-2017  susanhelsel1720@yahoo.com  
 
Treasurer   - Marla McCall  
480-821-2085      marlama@aol.com   
Recording Secretary -  Karen Noblitt  480-940-7927   knoblitt@cox.net  
 
Corresponding  Secretary - Becky Groves            480-802-6619      rgrovesaz@cox.net   

Newsletter  - Donna Marshak  
480-820-1313        dmarshak1313@yahoo.com   

Save the Date!! 

 

 

Membership 

Brunch  

Saturday 

February 

20th 

TO


