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From the Chairman... 

 

Dear Fellow Republican PC: 

 

I am proud to present the new, updated 2009-

2010 Precinct Committeeman Handbook for 

the Arizona Republican Party. 

 

 

This handbook is a collection of background materials, talking points, and 

reference materials to help you become an effective Precinct Committeeman 

and a leader in the Republican Party.  Not every idea in this book will apply 

to every precinct and you’ll find that often times, there is more than one 

“right” way of accomplishing a particular task. 

 

This manual should be used as a starting point on your endeavor to register 

new Republican voters, build your county or legislative district, and be a 

leader in the Republican Party.  Your creativity and dedication is the real 

secret to being a successful PC.  As the foundation of our Party, the role you 

will play is vital and will be a determining factor as to whether or not we win 

in 2010! 

 

It is my hope that this short, yet informative handbook will prove useful to 

you as a Republican PC this election cycle.  If you have questions or want 

additional information about topics discussed within, please do not hesitate to 

contact the Arizona Republican Party, or any of the sources cited inside. 

 

Thank you again for your dedicated service to our Party, our candidates, our 

state, and our great nation.  It is a tremendous honor to serve you as 

chairman.  I look forward to working with you toward many great victories 

this election cycle and beyond. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

  

 

 

Randy Pullen 

Chairman 

PC since 1999 

 
 

 

Thank You !!! 

 
On behalf of the State Commit-

tee, the staff, and volunteers of 

the Arizona Republican Party, 

I’d like to offer my sincerest 

thanks to every Arizona Repub-

lican who takes the time and 

energy to become a Republican 

Precinct Committeeman. 

 

You are the heart and soul of our 

party! 

 

 
 

 



PART ELEVEN: 

PC Appointment Form 

       

        

 

Request for Precinct Committee Appointment 
 

 

Congressional     Legislative     Precinct 
District ___   County ____   District ___   Name & Number __________________________ 

 
Request is hereby made to the Chairman of  the above designated District and the Chairman of the 

________ County Republican Committee, that the following named Person be appointed to the office 

indicated below: 
 

PRECINCT  COMMITTEEMAN (P.C.) 
 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

FULL AND COMPLETE NAME AS REGISTERED TO VOTE.  PLEASE, PRINT or TYPE. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STREET/ CITY/ ZIP CODE 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________

_________ 

MAILING ADDRESS, IF DIFFERENT 

 

(____)______________ (____)_________________   (____)__________________   (____)
__________________ 

HOME TELEPHONE BUSINESS                             MOBILE                                   FAX 

 
 

E-MAIL  

 
Number of PCs authorized for Precinct ________             Date of Birth______________ 

                                                                                                                    Month/Day/Year                         

Number of Vacancies ________       
                        

 

Verify that the individual is registered to vote at the above address 

 

____________________________________________   ____________ 

Applicant's Signature       Date 
 

____________________________________________       ______________ 

Precinct Captain’s Signature     Date 
 

____________________________________________   ______________ 

District or County Chairman's Signature    Date 
 

 
Delivered to county Republican Headquarters:     _____________ 

                                 Date 

PART ONE: 

The Successful Precinct Committeeman 

In Arizona, the Precinct Committeeman is not just the most 

important elected official to our Republican Party – but the 

dedicated men and women who hold this position constitute the 

foundation of our grassroots in all 15 counties. 

 

A PC is a party worker at the grassroots level.  PC’s are elected 

by voters in their precinct during general election years.  If there 

is not an elected committeeman, the GOP chairman can appoint a 

committeeman to fill a vacancy.  He or she must still register to 

run on the next ballot. 

 

A PC’s job is to deliver the maximum Republican votes in their precinct.  As you can 

see, this is why we consider PC’s to be the most important, most critical officials in 

our Party’s structure! 

 

Here are tips on how to be a successful Precinct Committeeman: 

 

 During non-election years, build relationships with Republican voters in your 

precinct and with your colleagues in the Republican State Committee 

 Get to know your precinct by surveying registered voters about their voting 

preferences and opinions 

 Identify and register non-voters who may vote Republican 

 Get to know those voters and establish personal relationships 

 

Remember, the Republican Party believes in “community”.  Take this opportunity to 

get to know your community.  Ask your neighbors their opinions on national, state, 

and local issues, invite them to Republican Party events, town hall meetings with 

elected officials, and social gatherings with our Republican clubs.  Asking people 

you meet to volunteer and get active in one or more Republican organizations is a 

great way to help someone become a dedicated 

Republican voter! 

 

In election years, your efforts should focus on preparing 

to eventually get out the vote for Republican candidates 

on the ballot in your precinct! 

 

There is no single recipe for success that works in every 

precinct, but it isn’t uncommon for active PC’s to report 

spending 10 to 20 hours per month on PC-related 

activities. 



 

Remember, the more involved you are as a PC, the greater your impact will be in 

your precinct and your Party!  Among the activities PC’s generally enjoy the most 

during election years include: 

 

 Walking door-to-door with candidates 

 Distributing campaign literature 

 Assisting candidates with mailings, phone calls and other campaign activities 

 Helping to recruit volunteers to work with you or work for candidates 

 Motivating voters to go to the polls and vote for our Republican candidates 

 Participating in meetings, special events and fundraisers 

 

This list is just a start.  Every precinct and every campaign is different, which means 

each campaign may rely on PC’s for help is likely to vary from race to race. 

 

Being an effective PC takes both time and commitment, but the rewards are many.  

You will have the satisfaction of working to elect Republican candidates to office 

who support our shared ideals and values and will take our communities, our state 

and our nation to a brighter, stronger tomorrow.  You will become a member of a 

dynamic and influential organization as an active part of the Arizona Republican 

Party, the strongest political party in our state. 

 

In addition to demonstrating a bit of your own leadership potential, you will make 

some great friends along the way! 

 

Precinct Committeemen are the bedrock of the Arizona Republican Party!  Thank 

you for the hard work you’ve done and thank you in advance for all the great 

achievements we’ll realize in the days, weeks, and months to come! 

 

Honors the tremendous accomplishments and sacrifices of Arizona’s 700,000 veter-

ans who are responsible for defending our nation in countless wars and military 

actions, and for securing our freedoms for much of the past century.  We pledge to 

them our service and our voice, and our promise that their great deeds shall never 

be forgotten. 

 

Welcomes to our state and our nation all legal immigrants and newest citizens, and 

wishes them God Speed in their pursuit of the American Dream.  We share their 

struggles, for once they were ours.  We share their hopes, for they are ours today. 

 

 

CALL TO ACTION 
 

The Republican Party of Arizona today is honored to represent more than one mil-

lion registered voters, and we are growing each day.  We understand that not every-

one believes in every principle outlined in this platform, but we offer it respectfully 

as a guiding document approved by a majority of voting members of our party’s 

leadership with the hope that those who read it might find some comfort, reference, 

or even inspiration in our words.  We offer this platform at a time when our nation 

is at a crossroads in its war against Islamic terrorism, at a time when our politics at 

home are often heated and divisive, and at a time when we believe our bright hope 

for the future might help unite some wounds within our society. 

 

As Arizona’s Republican Party moves forward, united, determined, stronger in re-

solve than ever before to carry our message to the voters of this great state, we hope 

that those who read this platform will consider joining our ranks if they have not 

yet done so – or becoming more involved if you consider yourself a “proud Repub-

lican” already. 

 

Ours is the party of Abraham Lincoln and of equality for all men and women.  Ours 

is the party of Barry Goldwater and of true conservative principles, such as smaller, 

smarter government.  Ours is the party of Ronald Reagan who once proclaimed 

“What I'd really like to do is go down in history as the President who made Ameri-

cans believe in themselves again.” 

 

We hope the party of Lincoln, Goldwater and Reagan will be your party, too.  May 

God bless you, may God bless Arizona, and may God bless the United States of 

America. 

 

#  #  # 



SECTION V: CHILDREN & FAMILIES 
 

The Arizona Republican Party: 

 

Believes that the core principles upon which the 

modern Republican Party has been built – faith, 

family and freedom – are as relevant today as ever 

before, especially as the basis of values to be taught 

to each new generation of Americans. 

 

Believes that Arizonans should have access to af-

fordable health care that provides for their physical and mental well-being with 

fair, reliable and portable insurance coverage. 

 

Supports a range of reforms to retain health care professionals and improve the 

affordability and accessibility of health care, including meaningful federal and 

state lawsuit abuse prevention to keep trial lawyers and frivolous lawsuits from 

bankrupting doctors, hospitals and health care providers. 

 

Believes substance abuse, especially methamphetamine abuse, is a continuously 

increasing problem in Arizona and we support strong enforcement, education and 

treatment. 

 

Opposes euthanasia or any physician assisted death, but supports individuals’ and 

their legal guardians’ or designee’s right to refuse medical treatment. 

 

Believes innocent life should be protected and supports alternatives to abortion 

such as adoption. 

 

Supports the definition of traditional marriage as only a union between one man 

and one woman. 

 

 

SECTION VI: INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 

The Arizona Republican Party: 

 

Believes our nation should never surrender to terrorists and should never willingly 

weaken our position in the battle against terror. We call upon the congress and our 

nation’s leaders to continue to prosecute the war to its successful conclusion. 

 

Honors the brave soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and guardsmen at home and 

abroad who, through their courageous service to God and Country, secure the 

blessings of liberty and protect the freedoms under which we live today.  They are 

our heroes and are always in our thoughts and prayers. 

PART TWO: 

The Importance of Registering Voters 

While the 2008 elections were a humbling experience for 

the Republican Party nationwide, here in Arizona, we 

Republicans fared far better than our counterparts 

throughout the country.  Arizona was one of only four 

states nationwide (along with Oklahoma, Tennessee, and 

Washington) to gain Republican seats in both chambers 

of the state legislature. 

 

Now with our Republican Governor, Jan Brewer, firmly 

in charge, Arizona Republicans can now control their 

own destiny.  With real, working Republican majorities in 

the state House and the state Senate, Arizona Republicans 

are ready to tackle the tough problems that Janet 

Napolitano left for us to deal with. 

 

On the national front, Barack Obama and the Democrat Congress are forcing through 

a pork-laden, irresponsible stimulus package, eliminating the secret ballot process in 

union elections, and seizing the Census from the Commerce Department and giving it 

to the partisan political hacks at the White House.  

 

With so much at stake at the local, state, and federal levels, and a federal census to 

think about in 2010, registering new Republican voters is more important today than 

ever before.  As of July 2009, Republicans had a 90,149 registration advantage over 

the Democrats statewide.  Our goal should be to increase that advantage each and 

every month, not only during the 2010 election cycle, but through 2012 and beyond.  

It’s time to expand our majorities in the Legislature in 2010, return Jan Brewer to the 

Governor’s Office, re-elect John McCain to the U.S. Senate, and retake our 

Republican congressional seats! 

 

To do so, we need to register every likely voter we find in each of our precincts.  

Believe it or not, only 70% of Arizona’s eligible voting-age population is registered 

to vote today. Not only do we have new individuals and families moving to our state 

every day, we have hundreds of potential voters to reach out to in our very own 

neighborhoods right now. These are the people we know as friends, people we know 

in our clubs, people we see and chat with at the grocery store. But for whatever 

reason, they are not voting. We can change this! 

 

 

 

 

 



First off, what qualifies someone to vote in Arizona? According to the website of our 

great Secretary of State, the Honorable Ken Bennett, to register to vote, an individual 

must: 

 

  be a citizen of the United States of America; 

  be a resident of Arizona; 

  be 18 years of age or more on or before the day of the next regular      

 General Election; 

  not be a convicted felon unless your civil rights have been restored; 

  not be adjudicated incompetent. 

 

And, when registering people to vote, they’ll need 

some identification to prove citizenship.   

 

Again, according to Secretary Bennett’s website… 

 

“If this is your first time registering to vote in 

Arizona or you have moved to another county in 

Arizona, your voter registration form must also 

include proof of citizenship or the form will be 

rejected.  If you have an Arizona driver license or 

non-operating identification issued after October 1, 

1996, write the number in box 13 on the front of the Arizona Voter Registration 

form. 

 

This will serve as proof of citizenship and no additional documents are needed.  If 

not, you must attach proof of citizenship to the form. Only one acceptable form of 

proof is needed to register to vote. The following is a list of acceptable documents to 

establish your citizenship: 

 

 A legible photocopy of a birth certificate that verifies citizenship 

 and supporting legal documentation (i.e. marriage certificate) if  

 the name on the birth certificate is not the same as your current legal 

 name. 

 

 A legible photocopy of pertinent pages of a United States passport 

 identifying the applicant 

 

 Presentation to the County Recorder of United States naturalization 

 documents or the number of the certificate of naturalization in box 20 

 on the front of this form 

 

 The applicant’s Bureau of Indian Affairs Card Number, Tribal 

 Treaty Card Number, or Tribal Enrollment Number in box 16 on 

Supports the citizen-passed law of Arizona that individuals must provide proof of 

citizenship in order to register to vote and proper identification at the polls. 

 

Supports additional systems of checks and balances to protect Arizona and American 

citizens from activist judges, including limiting the terms of judges. 

 

Supports greater legislative oversight on all state executive agencies to protect Ari-

zona children, veterans and all those who rely on state care. 

 

Believes that a good budgeting process includes the disclosure of all sources and uses 

of funds received and spent by every state government agency. 

 

 

SECTION IV: EDUCATION 
 

The Arizona Republican Party: 

 

Believes the provision of public schooling is a func-

tion of the state as provided by the Arizona Constitu-

tion while also acknowledging that no student 

should be forced to attend a failing school. We af-

firm the right of parents to seek a quality education 

at home, charter, private, or parochial schools and 

acknowledge that a diverse marketplace of schools 

helps Arizona compete in the global economy. 

 

Believes that Arizona’s continued commitment to education at all levels, public and 

private, should remain among the highest legislative priorities. 

 

Believes that parents naturally possess the primary responsibility for their children’s 

education and should therefore have the right to choose the place and type and 

method of schooling without governmental interference. 

 

Supports voluntary prayer and the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance in its present 

form in public schools. 

 

Believes all school districts should institute mandatory drug testing and background 

checks for all public school employees. 

 

 

 

 



Believes repeat sexual offenders, particularly those whose victims were children, 

should be sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole. 

 

Supports consistent sentencing to impose appropriate, strict and severe penalties 

on crimes, including restitution to victims and their families. 

 

Supports tougher sentencing guidelines and prosecution of smugglers, manufac-

turers, users and dealers of methamphetamines, and supports appropriating addi-

tional resources to law enforcement agencies to combat this tragic crisis. 

 

 

SECTION III: GOVERNMENT REFORM 
 

The Arizona Republican Party: 

 

Believes that government is similar to a business 

and that taxpayers are the shareholders.  Unfortu-

nately, most government agencies operate more 

like monopolies than competitive businesses; 

therefore, all levels of government should be sub-

ject to continued oversight with the explicit intent 

to simplify or reduce unnecessary or failing programs. 

 

Believes government should protect, not infringe upon, individual rights and free-

doms, and that “good government” begins with all elected officials being con-

stantly aware of the tremendous responsibility they hold as public servants. 

 

Supports an “Arizona Results Act” requiring each state agency and bureaucratic 

office to submit strategic plans which clearly outline where their agency is going, 

how their agency plans to get there, and whether it is headed in the right direction. 

 

Supports an “Arizona Paperwork Reduction Act” reducing the bureaucratic re-

quirements of state government imposed on other government agencies, private 

institutions and individuals by 20-percent in the next two years. 

 

Supports our fundamental rights to free speech, to keep and bear arms, to private 

property without fear of government intrusion, and to those freedoms and liberties 

we hold dear that protect us in the Arizona and United States Constitutions from 

an oppressive government. 

 

Supports state and national Right to Work legislation. 

 

Opposes unfunded federal mandates on state or local governments; and opposes 

unfunded state mandates on local governments. 

 the front of the voter registration form 

 

 A legible photocopy of a driver license or non-operating identification 

 from another state within the United States if the license indicates that the 

 applicant has provided satisfactory proof of citizenship 

 

 A legible photocopy of a Tribal Certificate of Indian Blood or Tribal 

 or Bureau of Indian Affairs Affidavit of Birth. 

 

 

With many elections decided by less than one or two percent, registering more voters 

is a priority for the Arizona Republican Party.  For PCs it is the first step in a victory 

plan that will not just return us to our proper majority levels in the legislature, but it 

will lay the foundation for critical victories in top-of-the-ticket races for 2008 and 

beyond. 

 

Carrying our state for the White House is very important and winning back the 

governor’s office in 2010 is foremost on all our minds. 

 

Now, with the Democrats working as actively as we are to register voters, this is 

truly the first critical battle of the election cycle.  Our candidates are not nearly as 

likely to reach those voters whom we do not register.  It’s just that simple.  And for 

the grassroots, when we turn out the vote, we turn out our Republican base first. 

Today, we need that base to be as broad and strong as possible. 

 

That is why registration has become the first key aspect to our victory program 

for the 2008 election cycle-from the State House to the White House. 

 

          …And it all begins at your house! 



PART THREE: 

The Arizona Republican Party 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who we are… 

 
 

Updated: February 14, 2008 

 
Congressional Members-At-Large [S]: 

CD1: Bryan Detweiler, Charlotte Mortensen, Glenda Orr 

CD2: Matt Wharton, Frosty Taylor, Jan Martinson 

CD3: Howard Levine, Shari Farrington, Charlie Markle 

CD4: Constantin Querard, Charlotte Reed, Milton Wheat 

CD5: Donna Reagan, Michael Vargas, Steve Parsons 

CD6: Pat Oldroyd, Webb Crockett, Sandy Doty 

CD7: J. P. Melchionne, Lola Briggs, Karen Fritz 

CD8: Mark Miller, Ken Rineer, Pos Catsaros 
 

Officer Election Key: [S]=Statutory Meeting; [M]=Mandatory Meeting; [C]=State Convention 

 

Believes Arizona workers deserve to take home more of their paychecks, deserve 

to have a say in how their union dues are spent, and deserve meaningful common-

sense comp-time reform at the federal level. 

 

 

SECTION II: LAW & JUSTICE 
 

The Arizona Republican Party: 

 

Believes it is the obligation of the state and local governments to protect the 

rights, person and property of its citizens. 

 

Believes in the constructionist interpretation of the Second Amendment, that the 

right to keep and bear arms belongs and applies to law-abiding individuals. 

 

Believes that the best way to decrease violence in our schools and in our commu-

nities; the best way to decrease crime on our streets; the best way to decrease 

spousal abuse and child abuse in our homes; is to pursue policies supporting a 

drug-free Arizona. 

 

Supports the efforts of communities to prevent crime and create safe living envi-

ronments because Republicans have shown that cleaning up cities and urban cen-

ters, stopping gang violence, and offering children and young adults viable alter-

natives to crime does indeed reduce crime and recidivism rates. 

 

Supports the appointment of constructionist judges to the state and federal su-

preme courts who will interpret the constitutions of Arizona and the United States 

with the idea of enforcing the intent of the founding fathers.  

 

Believes it is the duty of the federal and state government to protect our citizens 

by securing our borders, including: 

 

Completing the border fence without delay; 

Authorizing National Guard stationed on the border to enforce border laws, as do 

Border Patrol; 

Increase the number of National Guard and Border Patrol on Arizona’s border; 

Protect our children and schools from the drugs and weapons flowing over the 

border. 

 

Believes government has an obligation to enforce all citizen-passed initiatives 

deemed constitutional, and that government must lead by example and first and 

foremost follow the rule of law. 

 



PART TEN: 

2008 Arizona Republican Party Platform 

PREAMBLE 
 

Arizona Republicans believe in working hard and dreaming big, and are confident 

that in holding true to these two principles as guides our best days are indeed ahead 

of us.  With this sense of optimism, we look toward the future with great hope for our 

state and nation, and do offer the following platform as a foundation of principles 

upon which our party might continue to grow into this still new century.  For it is 

our purpose to usher in a new era of prosperity in Arizona: economic prosperity so 

that individuals, families and businesses might thrive; personal prosperity so that 

the citizens of our great state might blossom under new freedoms borne from less 

government regulation; and, the prosperity of a society that shall one day come to 

recognize fully the value of life, the value of each individual, the value of responsi-

bility, the value of the rule of law, and the value of personal dignity. We hope these 

values shall be self evident to all citizens of Arizona and to the future generations 

who will provide leadership as Arizona and the United States of America face new 

challenges and opportunities in the years and decades to come.  To those ends, we 

submit these Republican principles as our 2008 platform. 

 

 

SECTION I: TAXES, JOBS & ECONOMY 
 

The Arizona Republican Party: 

 

Believes hardworking businesses and entrepreneurs create 

jobs and drive the economy. Government should reduce regulations, fees, and taxes 

to foster an ideal economic and business climate. 

 

Believes we should continue to develop, maintain and improve a favorable climate 

for business, job creation, and entrepreneurship. 

 

Supports only essential government regulation and calls on our elected officials to 

repeal those regulations upon individuals and businesses which are obsolete, unnec-

essary, or serve only to restrict personal freedom. 

 

Believes reducing taxes not necessary to pay for essential government services cre-

ates jobs and economic growth, encourages new businesses to come to Arizona, and 

ultimately increases public sector revenues in our state. 

 

Believes the federal income tax code is repressive and burdensome and should be 

replaced with a national consumption tax or national flat tax. 

How we are structured… 

 
The 12 elected officers of the State Committee include… 

Å State Chairman                Å Treasurer 

Å First Vice Chairman  Å Assistant Treasurer 

Å Second Vice Chairman  Å Sergeant at Arms 

Å Third Vice Chairman  Å Assistant Sergeant at Arms 

Å Secretary   Å National Committeeman 

Å Assistant Secretary  Å National Committeewoman 

 

The State Executive Committee includes… 
Å The 12 elected officers of the State Committee (listed above); 

Å The 15 county Republican chairman; 

Å The 30 county vice-chairmen; 

Å The 24 Members-At-Large (3 from each congressional district); 

Å The 23 Legislative District chairmen (non-voting); 

Å The President of the Arizona Federation of Republican Women. 

 

The State Committee is comprised of… 
Å The 15 county Republican chairmen; 

Å One member for each three elected Republican PCs; 

 

...with the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer elected at the biannual  

Statutory Meeting and other officers elected at the biannual Mandatory  Meeting 

(except National Committeeman and Committeewoman, who are elected at quadren-

nial State Convention). 

 

County Committees… 
Include all PCs within that county.  They meet in January after general  elections to 

elect a chairman, two vice chairs, a secretary and a treasurer.  

 

LD Committees… 
Exist in counties of more than 500,000 people (Maricopa and Pima Counties), and 

include all PCs within that district. Officers are elected at Organizational Meetings 

after the general election including a chairman, two vice chairs, a secretary and a 

treasurer. 

  

Precinct Committeemen… 

Are elected one per precinct, plus one additional for each 125 registered voters of 

that party as of March 1st of the general election year.  There are over 2,239 precincts 

statewide (including over 1,142 precincts in Maricopa County!). 



 

Arizona Republican Party…………………………………..(602) 957-7770 

3501 North 24th Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85016 

 

Randy Pullen, Chairman 

Augustus Shaw, First Vice Chairman 

Bill Bridwell, Second Vice Chairman 

Parralee Schneider, Third Vice Chairman 

Linda White, Secretary 

Timothy Lee, Treasurer 

Alberto Gutier, Sergeant-at-Arms 

Marne Haney, Assistant Secretary 

Larry Pickard, Assistant Treasurer 

Buster Johnson, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms 

Bruce Ash, National Committeeman 

Sharon Giese, National Committeewoman 

Brett Mecum, Executive Director 

Matt Roberts, Communications Director 

Colin Shipley, Political Director 

Teresa Martinez, Coalitions Director 

Carolyn Leff, Office Manager 

 
U.S. Senator John McCain…………………………………………..(602) 952-2410 

5353 North 16th Street, Suite 105, Phoenix, Arizona 85016 

 

U.S. Senator Jon Kyl…………………………………………………(602) 840-1891 

2200 East Camelback, Suite 120, Phoenix, Arizona 85016 

 

Congressman Trent Franks (CD-2)…………………………………(623) 776-7911 

7121 West Bell Road, Suite 200, Glendale, AZ 85308 

 

Congressman John Shadegg (CD-3)………………………………...(602) 263-5300 

301 East Bethany Home Road, Suite C-178, Phoenix, AZ 85012 

 

Congressman Jeff Flake (CD-6)……………………………………..(480) 833-0092 

1640 South Stapley, Suite 215, Mesa, AZ 85204 

 

Arizona State House of Representatives............................................(602) 926-3559 

1700 West Washington, Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 

Arizona State Senate…………………………………………………(602) 926-4221 

1700 West Washington, Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 

PART FOUR: 

Important Numbers to Know 

 

Our party is made up of mothers and fathers, grandparents and veterans, police 

officers, and school teachers, lawyers and farmers, and doctors and singles moms. 

We are a party of all professions and all walks of life and we associate with causes 

greater than ourselves.  Republicans are a party of conviction, Republicans are a 

party of principle, and Republicans are a party of ideals and the rule of law. 

 

When we stray from our convictions, we get into trouble with voters.  Democrats 

are not constrained by a similar value system nor are they held to the same high 

standards in the public eye.  For them, everything is relative, flexible and tied to 

the moment; a short term view of the world.  They believe the U.S. Constitution is 

a fluid, changing document that is susceptible to broad interpretation. 

 

We believe there are issues, ideas, and beliefs that are worth fighting for and are 

universal and enduring.  Our forefathers understood this principle and built our 

country on these same values.  Values such as freedom from oppression and lib-

erty for all bind us together and define us as a party. The platform of our party has 

weathered many storms and knee jerk reactions to a tough election year have 

never warranted throwing our convictions to the wind.  As Republicans, we know 

who we are and we know where we are headed. 

 

During his second inaugural address, Ronald Reagan, a great Republican and con-

servative posed a question to the American people, “If not us, who? If not now, 

when?”  It was Ronald Reagan that fulfilled the Goldwater conservative legacy 

that was so well stated in The Conscience of a Conservative. It was Ronald 

Reagan who brought the conservative movement to the White House. And it was 

Ronald Reagan who defined the Republican identity as we know it today. 

 

Being a Republican is about knowing what’s right with America. It’s about look-

ing beyond today and solving tomorrow’s problems. It’s about working hard and 

dreaming big.  And it’s about standing up and being heard. That’s what makes a 

Republican and that’s why we will always stick to principle above all.   I know 

we’ve hit some rocky times, but I also know that the best days for our party and 

our country are still to come. 

 

*** 

Randy Pullen is chairman of the Arizona Republican Party 

 

 



PART NINE: 

“Why I am a Republican” by Randy Pullen 

 

 

Across America the principles of freedom and liberty, lower 

taxes and limited government, personal responsibility and 

strong family values, better educational opportunities and safer 

communities define the Republican Party.  The 2006 election 

was a tough one for the Republican Party. We lost control of 

Congress and saw our majority in the state legislature shrink.  

As we reassess where we are as a party and where we need to 

go, one thing remains clear: the Republican Party still repre-

sents the values and ideals, the hopes and the dreams, and the 

ideas and the ambitions of a majority of Americans. 

 

The Republican Party platform remains the same. We are still solid and unwavering 

in our beliefs, and we stand tall for truth, justice, and equality for all Americans.  In 

2006, the American electorate rejected Republican candidates who seemed to forget 

why they were elected and supplanted their values and beliefs with political favors 

and unethical behavior.  Voters were angry and upset with the actions of our elected 

officials, but not Republican Party philosophy.  The election was more about failed 

governance policies than Republican values and beliefs. 

 

There are some so-called political strategists who advocate a new direction for our 

party. Some have said that we should abandon our conservative family values and 

spiritual beliefs in an effort to appease the secular minority in America. There are 

those who contend the Party must compromise to find any successes in the future. 

Others, including the mainstream media, have said we are out of step with the Ameri-

can people and can no longer win elections. 

 

We are told that voters now believe Democrats are more capable of managing the 

economy, balancing budgets and directing foreign policy.  What they are forgetting is 

that many Democrats ran on Republican values in 2006.  Living up to their self pro-

claimed new found conservative values is already proving to be difficult for many 

Democrats, including Harry Mitchell and Gabrielle Giffords. 

 

I believe this will be a very short honeymoon for Ms. Pelosi and the Democrats with 

the American electorate.  The frustration with Republicans will be short lived as the 

average American sees their tax bill rise dramatically over the next few years, in-

creases in needless government spending, the continued expansion of government 

programs and the embarrassing shortcomings of their foreign policy blunders, which 

have become imminently clear since the elections nearly two years ago. 

 

I am a Republican Because… 
 

I BELIEVE the strength of our nation lies with the 

individual and that each person’s dignity, freedom, 

ability and responsibility must be honored. 

 

I BELIEVE in equal rights, equal justice, and equal 

opportunity for all, regardless of race, creed, sex, 

age, or disability. 

 

I BELIEVE free enterprise and encouraging individual initiative have brought this 

nation opportunity, economic growth and prosperity. 

 

I BELIEVE government must practice fiscal responsibility and allow individuals to 

keep more of the money they earn. 

 

I BELIEVE the proper role of government is to provide for the people only those 

critical functions that cannot be performed by individuals or private organizations, 

and that the best government is that which governs least. 

 

I BELIEVE the most effective, responsible and responsive government is govern-

ment closest to the people. 

 

I BELIEVE Americans must retain the principles that have made us strong while 

developing new and innovative ideas to meet the challenges of changing times. 

 

I BELIEVE Americans value and should preserve our national strength and pride 

while working to extend peace, freedom and human rights throughout the world. 

 

FINALLY, I believe the Republican Party is the best vehicle for translating these 

ideals into positive and successful principles of government. 

 

 

PART FIVE: 

I am a Republican Because… 



Republican National Committee ...................................................... (202) 863-8500 

National Republican Senatorial Committee .................................... (202) 675-6000 

National Republican Congressional Committee .............................. (202) 479-7000 

PART SIX: 

The Principles of the Republican Party 

The principles of our Republican Party include: 

 

 Reducing the size of government  

 Streamlining the bureaucracy  

 Returning power to the states 

  

 These are all stances of the Republican Party, in opposition to the Democ-

ratic Party, adopted early in our history. The Republican Party, since its inception, 

has been at the forefront of the fight for individual rights against a large, bloated gov-

ernment. 

 

We fight important battles and champion freedom because by expanding liberty, we 

make our nation more secure. These are values worthy of a great nation. And they are 

values worth fighting for. 

 

Republicans have always been the Party of fresh ideas and new thinking. As 

Republicans, we believe in… 
 

Ensuring that Americans remain safe, terrorists are defeated, and democracy flour-

ishes in the world 

 

Winning the War on Terror - because our government’s most 

solemn duty is to keep its citizens safe 

 

Ushering in an Ownership Era - because a vibrant entrepre-

neurial spirit will keep our economy strong and provide more 

opportunities for workers and families. 

 

Building an Innovative Economy to Compete in the World - 

because America can compete with anyone, anywhere, thanks 

to our entrepreneurs and risk-takers who keep us on the cutting-edge of technology 

and commerce. 

 

Strengthening our Communities - because our children deserve to grow up in an 

America in which all their hopes and dreams can become true. 

 

Protecting Our Families – because we respect the family’s role as a touchstone of 

ability and strength in an ever-changing world. 

 

(Printed originally by the Republican National Committee) 

Behind all the elected officials and the candidates of any 

political party are thousands of hard-working staff and 

volunteers who raise money, lick the envelopes, and 

make the phone calls that every winning campaign must 

have. The national structure of our party starts with the 

Republican National Committee. Each state has its own 

Republican State Committee with a Chairman and staff. 

The Republican structure goes right down to the 

neighborhoods, where a Republican precinct captain 

every Election Day organizes Republican workers to get 

out the vote. 

 

Most states ask voters when they register to express party preference. Voters don't 

have to do so, but registration lists let the parties know exactly which voters they 

want to be sure vote on Election Day. Just because voters register as a Republican, it 

does not mean they need to vote that way - many voters split their tickets, voting for 

candidates in both parties. But the national party is made up of all registered Republi-

cans in all 50 states. They are the heart and soul of the party. Republicans have a long 

and rich history with basic princi-

ples: Individuals, not government, 

can make the best decisions; all 

people are entitled to equal rights; 

and decisions are best made close 

to home. 

 

The symbol of the Republican 

Party is the elephant. During the 

midterm elections way back in 

1874, Democrats tried to scare 

voters into thinking President 

Grant would seek to run for an unprecedented third term. Thomas Nast, a cartoonist 

for Harper's Weekly, depicted a Democratic jackass trying to scare a Republican ele-

phant - and both symbols stuck. For a long time Republicans have been known as the 

"G.O.P." And party faithful thought it meant the "Grand Old 

Party." But apparently the original meaning (in 1875) was 

"gallant old party." And when automobiles were invented it 

also came to mean, "get out and push."  

 

That's still a pretty good slogan for Republicans who depend 

every campaign year on the hard work of hundreds of thou-

sands of volunteers to get out and vote and push people to 

support the causes of the Republican Party. 



PART EIGHT: 

The Republican Party—A Brief History 

The Republican Party was born in the early 1850's by anti-

slavery activists and individuals who believed that govern-

ment should grant western lands to settlers free of charge. 

The first informal meeting of the party took place in Ripon, 

Wisconsin, a small town northwest of Milwaukee. The first 

official Republican meeting took place on July 6th, 1854 in 

Jackson, Michigan. The name "Republican" was chosen 

because it alluded to equality and reminded individuals of 

Thomas Jefferson's Democratic-Republican Party. At the 

Jackson convention, the new party adopted a platform and 

nominated candidates for office in Michigan. 

 

In 1856, the Republicans became a national party when John C. Fremont was nomi-

nated for President under the slogan: "Free soil, free labor, free speech, free men, 

Fremont." Even though they were considered a "third party" because the Democrats 

and Whigs represented the two-party system at the time, Fremont received 33% of 

the vote. Four years later, Abraham Lincoln became the first Republican to win the 

White House. 

 

The Civil War erupted in 1861 and lasted four grueling years. During the war, 

against the advice of his cabinet, Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation that 

freed the slaves. The Republicans of the day worked to pass the Thirteenth Amend-

ment, which outlawed slavery, the Fourteenth, which guaranteed equal protection 

under the laws, and the Fifteenth, which helped secure voting rights for African-

Americans. 

 

The Republican Party also played a leading role in securing women the right to vote. 

In 1896, Republicans were the first major party to favor women's suffrage. When the 

19th Amendment finally was added to the Constitution, 26 of 36 state legislatures 

that had voted to ratify it were under Republican control. The first woman elected to 

Congress was a Republican, Jeanette Rankin from Montana in 

1917. 

 

Presidents during most of the late nineteenth century and the 

early part of the twentieth century were Republicans. The 

White House was in Republican hands under Presidents Eisen-

hower, Nixon, Ford, Reagan and Bush. Under the last two, 

Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush, the United States be-

came the world's only superpower, winning the Cold War from 

the old Soviet Union and releasing millions from Communist 

oppression. 

PART SEVEN: 

Republican vs. Democrats...Is there a difference? 

MYTH: ñThereôs not a dimeôs worth of difference; 

both parties are exactly alike.ò 
 

Believe it or not, as a Precinct Committeeman out 

registering new voters, you’re likely to discover that 

a lot of Arizonans feel this way. Increasingly, voters 

are feeling a bit more independent, and are claiming 

to “vote for the candidate, not the party” 

 

However, ignoring a candidate’s party affiliation 

risks missing out on one of the great advantages of 

our nation’s political system: The very reason that a 

candidate is listed as Republican or Democrat is that 

he or she subscribes to the basic political philosophy for which the party stands. 

 

KEY PRINCIPLES 
 

The cornerstone of Republican philosophy is the belief that each person is responsi-

ble for his or her own place in society. Individuals are encouraged by the Republican 

Party to work to secure the benefits of society for themselves, their families, and for 

those who are unable to care for themselves. 

 

Democrats are more willing to subordinate individual rights to the assumed needs of 

the group. They assume that society is collectively responsible for each of its mem-

bers. They place less emphasis on individual enterprise and initiative. 

 

GOVERNMENT AND THE GOVERNED 
 

Republicans believe that government should be limited to 

doing for people those things which they cannot do for 

themselves. The right to determine individual destiny 

should lie in the hands of the individual. Similarly, Repub-

licans believe governmental power and resources should be 

kept close to the people, through their state and community 

leaders, rather than centralized in distant big government. 

 

Recent Democrat administrations have pushed for more and more centralized power 

in Washington, with secondary consideration for the rights of individual citizens and 

communities. This has led to increasingly more federal controls and regulations, 

often in the hands of unelected bureaucrats unaware of the concerns and needs of 

local citizens – and causing a severe erosion of local government across the country. 



ECONOMIC POLICY 
 

Republicans believe in the competitive free-enterprise system. Individuals must be 

free to use their talents. This is the key to personal and national prosperity. Republi-

cans believe that the only limits to an individual’s opportunity to succeed are the lim-

its of his or her own initiative and enterprise. 

 

Democrats say that the economy is too complicated to be left 

to free enterprise alone, and therefore must be subjected to 

ever-increasing controls by the federal government.  They say 

that we are "entering an era of limitations" and therefore must 

lower our individual economic expectations. 

 

 

FOREIGN POLICY 
 

Republicans believe that peace and freedom can be protected only if America main-

tains a defense force strong enough to deter any aggressor. Republicans shun away 

from the paternalism of the 50s and encourage other nations 

to shoulder responsibilities for their own problems. Republi-

cans oppose unnecessary intervention in the internal affairs 

of other nations and stress helping our friends around the 

globe develop the skills and strengths necessary to protect 

themselves. 

 

The Democrat party has vacillated between extreme isola-

tionism, intervention, and confrontation tactics in cases like 

Vietnam, Cuba, and Korea. This inconsistent foreign policy has confused our allies 

and encouraged our potential enemies. 

 

 

TAXES & SPENDING 

 

Republicans consistently strive to cut governmental spending and to eliminate costly 

overlapping and unnecessary governmental programs. Because Republicans believe 

that the individual should control his or her own and the gov-

ernment's pocketbook, they believe that tax increases should 

be voted on by the people. 

 

The Democrat view is that the federal government knows 

how and where to spend money for local needs better than 

elected community leaders, and federal bureaucrats should 

continue to control the flow of funds to the states and locali-

ties and dictate how the taxpayers' money will be spent. 

 

YES, THERE IS A DIFFERENCE! 

 

America has prospered under the two-party system because one party has always 

served to check the excesses of the other. Often, both parties agree on the problems 

less than they agree on the solutions. The root of the 

differences between Republicans & Democrats is per-

spective. 

 

Democrats tend to stress a powerful, centralized bu-

reaucracy aimed at solving local and national problems 

from the top down - a method which, after 40 years of 

trial is a proven failure. 

 

Republicans believe in solutions which are decided upon and implemented by the 

people themselves, through their locally elected representatives. Republicans believe 

that the solutions to America’s problems will spring forth from the greatness of the 

American people. 
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